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Honors Experiential Learning Project Proposal Form 
Complete this proposal prior to your project’s start date and upload it in the UHP Database (https://webapps.uc.edu/uchonorsstudent). Create a project (“Add a new record”) in the “Tracking Project” tab and then upload your proposal document as an attachment. The deadline for submitting proposals is on the 5th of each month. 
While the quality of the proposal is most important, strong proposals are typically 3-4 pages in length (single-spaced). Please maintain the proposal format. 
Basic Information
Full Name: Alesha Hamilton

UC Email: hamilaa@mail.uc.edu



College: McMicken College of Arts and Sciences

Major: Psychology 
Title of Project: CECH 2015 Ecuador Immersed in Culture and Education Study Abroad Program
Thematic Area (choose only one): Global Studies
Expected Project Start Date: 05/02/2015
Expected Project End Date: 05/09/2015
Project Information
1. Provide a detailed abstract of your proposed honors experiential learning project. 
In this experiential learning project, I will be traveling to Otavalo, Ecuador and Quito, Ecuador at the end of the spring semester. During this trip, I will be teaching English as a Foreign Language to Tandana Foundation scholarship students, as well as creating and participating in personal development activities, such as arts and crafts and sewing classes. Cultural excursions will be conducted daily to give me a better understanding of the customs and lifestyle of the people of Ecuador. This particular study abroad/ service learning trip will benefit my personal development in multiple ways. First, I am interested in working with children with my psychology degree and interacting with children from a different culture will be a worthwhile experience. Also, it is a personal goal of mine to become fluent in Spanish (I am currently enrolled in SPAN 1001), so the Spanish immersion aspect of this trip will allow me to use my classroom knowledge of the language and apply it in everyday situations. Before departure, I will also be enrolled in a three credit hour course (LSLS 3050) spring semester where I will be developing lesson plans to teach English as a Foreign Language and learning about the traditions in Ecuador so that I can better be prepared for interactions with the indigenous people.
Itinerary (tentative):
Saturday:  Depart from CVG

Monday-Friday:

7:30 breakfast, 8 am depart hostel for 3 different school locations.  

· Each day groups will go to 3 locations, but during the week each group will go to all 5 locations (Panecillo, Perugachi, Guachinguero, La Joya, Quichinche).  

· Afternoon Activities (varies by day):  Talk on bilingual education and changes in Ecuador's educational system with Segundo Moreta (Monday), cooking class (Tuesday), master weaver (Wednesday), slideshow and talk with Maria Virginia Farinango on The Queen of Water (Thursday),  condor park and lechero (Friday)
· Dinner at different restaurants in Otavalo, except for cooking class nights (the group will be split into two separate groups to do cooking class on different nights, alternating with another activity). 

Saturday: 

· Peguche waterfall, 

· cultural exchange with local university students, 

· final dinner, bus to airport
Clearly and thoroughly address how each of the following elements will be exhibited in your work:

2. Connection to Learning Outcomes within the Honors Thematic Area (identified above) 

• Possess global literacy, including knowledge of geography, history, current world issues and similarities and differences among cultures

Through the course I take in the spring semester, I will learn about many aspects of Ecuadorian culture and people. When I am in Ecuador, I will actively be learning things about global diversity that I could never learn in a class or out of a textbook. Working in a school, which is an environment I am obviously familiar with will help me to examine the similarities and differences between school in the United States and schools in Ecuador. Because quality of education directly affects affluence in society, schools are important windows from which to understand other aspects of a particular culture.
• Interact with individuals from different cultures and express a sensitivity, appreciation and respect for the complex range of experiences of diverse peoples

The service learning nature of this trip will allow me to experience Ecuadorian culture in a way I might not have been able to if this were only a study trip. Working closely with children and teachers in the Ecuador school system everyday with teach me more about the heritage of Ecuador than simply site-seeing or studying in a classroom. When I am not teaching in the schools, I will participating in activities such as sewing classes with the indigenous people and exploring the city of Otavalo. Though I am confident that I have much in common with Ecuadorian people; however, I am interested to discover how we differ and where those differences may stem from. 
3. Connection to Goals and Academic Theories (include reference list, as appropriate)
A. As a psychology major interested in working with children, this study abroad opportunity directly serves my interests. Considering that schools are where children develop a sense of who they are, engaging with students of a different culture in the classroom will help me to further understand classroom settings different from the US middle class, suburban school systems I grew up attending. In addition, it is a personal goal of mine to become fluent in the Spanish language (the official language of Ecuador) and am planning on pursuing a minor or certificate in Spanish at UC.
B. In preparation for this trip, I will be reading the novel The Queen of Water by Maria Virginia Farinango (whom I will be meeting on the trip). This book is a fictional novel based on a true story about an Ecuadorian girl who is taken from her village to be a servant for a family. This is a relevant piece for me to read because it discusses some gloomy topics of the culture that are important for the understanding of Ecuadorian life in general.
I will also be reading The Ecuador Reader: History, Culture, Politics (The Latin American Readers) by Carlos De la Toree and Steve Striffler. As the title suggests, this piece will inform me of Ecuador’s history and customs, so that I am more culturally aware when I depart for Ecuador. Though I believe the only way to truly understand a different culture is to immerse yourself in it, I believe this book will give me a good head start so that I understand how to interact with the people of Ecuador. 
4. Initiative, Independence, and/or Creativity

As the main activity on this trip will be teaching English as a Foreign Language and the trip is offered through CECH, many of the students going are education majors. However, as a psychology major, I will bring a different analytic mind to the table. Not only will I be focused on my lesson plan, but I will also be actively watch how people in a different culture from my own behave in a classroom setting. I am interested in psychologically analyzing how children in Ecuador interact with their teachers and how students interact with each other. Are Ecuadorian children more or less respectful to their elders/teachers than students from the United States? (My hypothesis is that students are more respectful in Ecuador). Is there as much outward bullying between Ecuadorian classmates as in U.S schools? (My hypothesis would be that there is less bullying in Ecuador schools). In my reflection piece after the trip, I plan on discussing my findings to these psychological questions. 
5. Reflection

Actively reflecting while in Ecuador will allow me to get the most out of this trip. I plan on taking a diary/journal with me every day from place to place in order to write down my thoughts throughout the day. At night, I intend to write a few paragraphs reflecting on the whole day and consolidating my thoughts. In addition to writing about my observations about classroom interaction, I will be asking myself other questions about the activities I engage in daily. What have I learned about Ecuadorian culture firsthand? How will this help me in the activities I participate in tomorrow? What aspects of Ecuador and its culture are similar to life and customs in the United States? How have my experiences today contributed to my understanding of global citizenship? What is one event/story that happened today that I would like to remember for the rest of my life? My goal in this journal is to show how I am growing as an individual throughout this trip and establish how well I am truly immersing myself in the culture of Ecuador.
6. Dissemination

As a member of the Darwin T. Turner Scholars Program here at UC, I am exposed to many different diversity issues and events weekly at the Turner Scholars meetings. I actually heard about this particular study abroad/service learning trip at one of the meetings this fall. I intend to share my experience at a Turner Scholars meeting in the fall semester of 2015. My plan is to create a presentation using excerpts from my journal and pictures from the trip to encourage others to study abroad and share what I have gained from participating in this program. This is a relevant audience because one of the missions of the Darwin T. Turner Scholars Program is to raise cultural awareness and create a more inclusive society. 
7. Project Advisor(s) 
Dr. Cheri Westmoreland

Director of University Student Affairs, SA McNair Program

westmolc@ucmail.uc.edu
(513) 556-2880

Peggy Shannon-Baker
Doctoral Student Educational Studies College of Education, Criminal Justice and Human Services

shannopy@ucmail.uc.edu
8. Budget (if applicable)

Accommodations = $400


Airfare = $1,200


Ground Transportation (included in program costs) = $300


Additional costs (included in program costs) = $400


Total cost: $2,300

UC International Grant = (-$800)

A $500 deposit has already been charged to my bill to secure my spot for the trip.

Total remaining cost: $1,000
